Surgical treatment of paediatric malignant neuroepithelial brain tumors.
The role of the neurosurgeon in dealing with malignant neuroepithelial brain tumors, both supra- and infratentorial, in paediatric age, is stressed; this because surgery is the main therapy, and also it is mandatory, in order to achieve the pathological diagnosis, essential for planning any kind of complementary treatment. Open surgery versus stereotactic biopsy is considered, with emphasis on brain stem tumors. The treatment of malignant tumor recurrencies is also discussed, and the indications of a second surgical look in patients harboring recurrent medulloblastoma is proposed for discussion, when long disease-free time occur and combined modality treatments are performed.